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CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 55 14 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, CB 

SUBJECT: MARCH 26, THE 85TH DAY OF THE OFFENSIVE 
REF: PHNOM PENH 5473 

1. SUMMARY: THE KC HAVE EXTENDED THEIR CONTROL OVER A STRETCH OF THE 
EAST BANK OF THE MEKONG NORTHEAST OF PHNOM PENH OPPOSITE THE NAVAL 
BASE. FURTHER NORTHEAST, THE NAVY SUCCESSFULLY EVACUATED 600 MEN 
AND 250 FAMILIES FROM TWO RIVERSIDE POSITIONS. SEVENTH 

DIVISION FORCES KILLED 57 KC BUT HAVE SINCE LOST THE GROUND 
THEY GAINED IN AN EFFORT TO MOVE TOWARD THEIR ISOLATED LOGIS- 
TICS BASE. NEAR LUONG AGAIN TOOK HEAVY ATTACKS BY FIRE 
OVERNIGHT, LOSING ONE 105MM HOWITZER DESTROYED BY ENEMY FIRE. 

NEAR LUONG REPORTS A GROUND ATTACK UNDERWAY AS OF THIS WRITING. 

THE KC REPORTEDLY SHELLED THE AIRFIELD WITH A 105M HOWITZER 
SO FAR WITHOUT DAMAGE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE KC FORCED REMAINING ELEMENTS OF THE 83RD BRIGADE (REF- 

TEL) INTO THE MEKONG OVERNIGHT AND EXTENDED CONTROL OVER A STRETCH OF 
THE EAST BANK NORTHEAST OF PHNOM PENH AND OPPOSITE THE 
CHROUY CHANGWAR NAVAL BASE. FURTHER NORTH ON THE MEKONG A 
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AIR SUPPORT TO EVACUATE 600 MEN AND 250 FAMILIES FROM TWO 
ISOLATED RIVERSIDE GARRISONS. THE NAVAL FORCE CUT THROUGH 
TWO CABLES AFTER THE AIR FORCE HAD BOMBED AWAY THE BARRICADES 
TO GET TO THE TWO POSTS AND CALLED IN ARTILLERY TO SUPPRESS 
KC GUNFIRE AT KEY POINTS ON THE WAY. 

3. THE SEVENTH DIVISION KILLED 57 KC IN ITS SLOW ADVANCE FROM 
ROUTE 5 DOWN ROUTE 51 TO RELIEVE THE DIVISION'S ISOLATED 
LOGISTICS BASE. THE KC, HOWEVER, ATTACKED THE SEVENTH S 
AREA LAST NIGHT AND TODAY REGAINED THE GROUND FANK TOOK 
YESTERDAY. FURTHER WEST, THE 43RD BRIGADE IS STILL ADVANCING 
ALONG THE "ROCKET BELT." 

4. NEAK LUONG TOOK HEAVY ATTACKS BY FIRE LAST NIGHT, LOSING 
A 105MM HOWITZER TO KC GUNFIRE. THE TOWN ALSO REPORTS 
GROUND ATTACKS NORTHEAST OF TOWN. KAF HAS SENT AIR SUPPORT TO 
FEND OFF AN ATTACK UNDERWAY AS OF THIS WRITING. NEAK LUONG S 
4,400 DEFENDERS AND LARGE CIVILIAN AND REFUGEE POPULATION 
CONTINUE TO BE SUPPLIED ENTIRELY BY AIRDROP. 

5. THE OPERATION TO RETAKE TUOL LEAP KICKED OFF THIS MORNING 
BUT MADE ONLY LIMITED PROGRESS. THE KC HAVE MOVED A 105MM 
HOWITZER INTO POSITION NORTHWEST OF TUOL LEAP AND FANK REPORTS 
TWO 105MM ROUNDS HAVE FALLEN IN THE VICINITY OF THE AIRFIELD. 
APPROXIMATELY TWENTY-SIX ROCKETS HAVE ALSO IMPACTED AT POCHEN- 
TONG AIRFIELD. PHNOM PENH HAS TAKEN 25 ROCKETS WHICH KILLED 
EIGHT PEOPLE AND INJURED 17. 

DEAN 
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